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Sundays:   8:30 am Traditional Worship     10 am In-person Worship     11:30 am Contemporary Worship 

           (on-line)            (in person & live-streamed)  (on-line) 

Bible Class: Sundays at 9 am    Wednesdays at 10 am    

 

Pastor Paul writes…      

Pastor Paul writes… 

The Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord falls on January 6th every year, but since this 
date on the calendar is a Thursday this year, we will pull the celebration of Epiphany 
into our worship on the following Sunday, January 9th. The Gospel lesson appointed 
for Epiphany is Matthew 2:1-12. This is the visit of the wise men to see the baby Jesus 
and offer their gifts to Him. This passage of Scripture takes only a few minutes of time 

to read and I ask that you would do that before you read any further. Keep your Bible handy when you 
have finished the reading, because you will want to refer to it again. 

Now that you have read Matthew 2:1-12, I invite you to reflect on the following questions. (Hint: some 
of the answers are clearly revealed in Scripture, while others will require searching in a good Study Bible, 
a Bible commentary, or a discerning internet search.) 

Verse 1: 
Who were these wise men?  
From how far east did they come? 

Verse 2: 
How did they refer to the one they were seeking to see? 
What sign did they see which signaled his birth? 
For what reason did they come to see the one who was born? 

Verse 3: 
Why was King Herod troubled when he heard this? 
Why was all of Jerusalem troubled along with King Herod? 

Verse 4: 
 Who did King Herod assemble as his advisors? 
 What did he inquire of them? 
Verse 5: 
 What location did the advisors identify? 
 What was the authority or source which they used for reference? 
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Verse 6: 
 What is the specific reference in Scripture for the words they quoted?  
 Read the quote in its original reference. What is the context there?  
Verse 7: 
 What did Herod do next? Why do you think he did this? 
Verse 8: 
 What instructions did Herod give the wise men? Why? 
Verse 9: 
 What guided the wise men to their destination? 
Verse 10: 
 What was the response of the wise men for the guidance they received? 
Verse 11: 
 What did the wise men do when they saw Jesus? What gifts did they bring? 
Verse 12: 
 In what way were the wise men warned? What was their response to the warning?  

Please take the time to read, reflect, and study this wonderful Epiphany passage. I can’t promise that we will 
go over all of the answers on January 9th, but I am convinced that your own study will have you much better 
prepared to hear and apply God’s Word as together we celebrate The Epiphany of our Lord! Happy New Year 
and Blessed Epiphany! 

— Pastor Paul 

Grocery Thank You 
Thank you, thank you, thank you from the Christian Concerns Committee for the groceries donated during 
the annual Zion Thanksgiving grocery collection for our friends at City Team/Oakland.  Zion has ALWAYS been 
a very generous congregation,  and this year was no exception.  The congregation is a bit smaller in numbers 
than in years past, but the amount of groceries that we collected for our City Team neighbors in need was 
fabulous!!  There is much to share with those who are experiencing a difficult time.  Thank you also to those 
that were able to bring the groceries to the altar and then helped store them in the Conference Room until 
pick up.  Many hands made the task much easier!!  God Bless Zion Congregation and your kind, loving 
hearts!!!   
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Christian Concerns: Serving God by Serving Others 
THANKSGIVING DONATION UPDATE 
In addition to the generous amount of non-
perishable groceries the congregation donated for 
the annual Thanksgiving food collection, $825.10 was 
donated for this program.  

These funds will be forwarded to City Team Minis-
tries/Oakland for their meal program. City Team pro-
vides meals at their facility and delivers meals in the 
community to those who cannot get to the facili-
ty.  The economy is still fragile and there are many 
people who depend on this help. God Bless you for 
your love and generosity!!!   

THANK YOU ZION KNITTERS 
Thank you to Betty Galambos and her merry band of 
knitters for the hats and scarves they lovingly made 
for the Christian Concerns Pillowcase project for City 
Team/Oakland. They were a very important and lov-
ing addition to the pillowcases. Thank you for taking 
your time and showing your love to make the hats 
and scarves. God Bless you!!! 

CHRISTMAS PILLOWCASE THANK YOU  
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!  The Chris-
tian Concerns Committee is very thankful for the gen-
erous response to the annual Christmas Pillowcase 

project for City Team Ministries/Oakland.  Your gen-
erosity enabled the committee to fill 42 pillowcases 
with personal hygiene products, towels and wash 
cloths, t-shirts and socks, sweet treats and a hand 
knitted cap and scarf from our Zion knitters.  This 
project is entirely funded by donations, and is a 
HUGE success, due to your generosity and support. 
The pillowcases will be delivered to the men in the 
Recovery Program at City Team.  Many men have 
shared with us the love and kindness they feel after 
receiving the bags and think of us when they use the 
pillowcases.  God Bless your generous support of this 
project!!!  We wish you a Blessed Christmas and a 
healthy 2022!!! 

FOOD OF THE MONTH 
It's a new year and a new routine!!!  As you organize 
yourself, please include 2—3 boxes or bags of non-
perishable food items to your grocery cart when you 
shop. Hunger knows no season and other are still 
neighbors in need in our Oakland Community. The 
groceries will be forwarded to City Team/ Oakland 
for their daily meal program and their grocery bags 
for  those in need.  Please look for the brightly col-
ored barrels in the Narthex for you donations.  God 
Bless you for your support!!! 
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Studying god’S Word 
SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS I 
Would you like to get even more out of every Sunday 
worship service during the Epiphany season? Now 
you can. Every Sunday morning, Bible Class I is taking 
“A Longer Look at the Lessons” for that day’s worship 
service. We have lively and spirited discussions, with 
particular emphasis on the application to our daily 
lives of faith. Join us Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the Gar-
den Room. Led by Pastor.  

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS II 
Bible Class II will be starting a new 12-part study on 
Hebrews. Through the working of the Holy Spirit, the 
writer to the Hebrews speaks to us today concerning, 
Jesus, the supreme spiritual force; Jesus, our Savior, 
the author and finisher of our faith; our response to 
Jesus as we encourage and are encouraged by the 
faithful. 

Hebrews is one of the most profound Books of the 
Bible. 

Come join us in the Conference Room at 9:00 am, 
January 9, 2022. for the start of this new study. 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS  
This month we are studying the final section of Gene-
sis, which is the account of Joseph and his brothers. 
If ever there was an opportunity to see the grace of 
God at work in the midst of life’s fiercest challenges, 
this is the time. From the dreams of Joseph that an-
gered his brothers and made them jealous, to Jo-
seph’s brothers selling him into slavery, to the testing 
of Joseph by Potiphar’s wife, to Joseph’s interpreta-
tion of the dreams of the king’s cupbearer and baker 
in prison, to Joseph’s incredible rise to power over all 
Egypt and surprise revealing of himself to his broth-

ers, and finally, to Jacob’s blessing 
of all his sons and  subsequent 
death and burial, we see God at 
work in gracious and marvelous 
ways, as well as His plan of salva-
tion to accomplish and His people 
to redeem. 

You are invited to join us in-
person or on-line via Zoom from 
10:00-11:00 a.m. on Wednesdays 
in the Garden Room. If you cannot join us every 
Wednesday, come as often as you can! 

IRON MEN 
Join us on January 20, 2022 at 6:30 pm for our last 
study of Ten Ordinary Men of the Bible. This month 
we look at Paul: Never too far gone for a turnaround. 
A great way to start the new year! It doesn’t matter if 
you missed the first nine, come enjoy the time of fun, 
food, fellowship, and faith. 

Our manly meal this month is pizza. Thanks David. 
In February, we will start a new study: Not-So-Nice 
Bible Stories: Gory Deaths. 

What opportunities has God given to you to share 
your faith while out and about in the world? Have 
you been looking for these opportunities? Some-
times we don’t realize it until the chance to share 
our faith is gone. That’s OK. You are learning, getting 
better, at least you are thinking about sharing. It 
takes time and is not always easy for us to do. Take 
advantage of the little moments that you see. 
To share a quick example, I was in Safeway buying 
some extra food for a special occasion and I told the 
checkout person, “Since I am so blessed to be able to 

afford this, please add a donation to the food bank.” 
Her response was, “Blessed is right. Thank you.” 
Then came the embarrassing announcement over 
the intercom, “We thank the person at check lane 5 
for their donation to the food bank.” Other people 
around us heard our conversation and understand 
that my gratitude and thankfulness come from God. 
Look for the small times, the church without walls is 
always a big event. Remember that you are joining 
Jesus in his mission. 

 

Church Without Walls 
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 Catechism Corner 

The First Article: Creation 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and 
soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives 
me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He 
richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against 
all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness 
and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and 
obey Him. 

This is most certainly true.  

As we prepare for the National Youth Gathering, we 
share the first theme of the Gathering “In All 
Things”. 

The One who is and remains Creator of all things has 
turned human reason, wisdom and religion (Judaism, 
Greek philosophy, and cultural heresies of every age) 
upside down by entering into His crea-
tion and becoming a creature. 

“Ah, Lord, though You created all,  
How weak you are, so poor and small,  

That you should choose to lay your head  
Where lowly cattle lately fed!” (LSB 358:9)  

There is a crucial, inseparable link between the mind-
blowing doctrine of creation and 
the equally mind-blowing reality of 
the incarnation. The One who 
shows us what it means to be truly 
God (“He is the image of the invisi-
ble God…for by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth…--
all things were created through him 
and for him,” Col. 1:15-17) also shows us what it 
means to be truly human (“For in him the whole full-
ness of the deity dwells bodily,” Col. 2:9).  

The One who is supremely Spiritual (one with the 

Father and the Spirit, “in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” Col. 2:3), is 
also supremely down-to-earth. This eliminates the 
need for “new and improved” (= recycled) forms of 
“spirituality” that try in vain to “close the gap” be-
tween human beings and God through “an appear-
ance of wisdom” and “self-made religion” (Col. 2:23). 
Religions and philosophies invented by human beings 
always start from below in “seeking the things that 
are above” (cf. Col. 3:1). From before the beginning 
of time, Christ made his home above, and “came 
down from heaven” for us and for our salvation.  

Since the Creator God who became a creature in 
Christ for the sake of his creation “has made me and 

all creatures,” the truths 
stated above have stagger-
ing implications for me and 
all creatures…i.e., for all of 
us and for each of us. They 
are the foundational truths 
of the Story of Everything.  

Please pray for the youth and chaperones that are 
attending the National Youth Gathering.  

Watch for the Wall o’ Money coming during Lent and 
other youth fundraisers. 

Junior High and Senior High News 

Yes! Game Night is back!  
Beginning Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 6:30 pm 

Zion’s game nights will be monthly on the second  
Tuesday of each month.  

Bring a game to share and teach, or just show up, we 
have plenty of games and space for all. Game night is a 

great time for fun and fellowship! 
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Christmas Grace  
 “To take God's Son from Heaven,  

to turn the Lord of all  
into a tiny infant,  

a baby, weak and small  
To give to our Creator a fully human face  

This is Christmas Grace. “ 
(Christmas Grace, Ruth Schram 2018)  

This is the amazing gift of Christmas grace. For God 
to become like us in order to take our place on the 
cross so that we might have forgiveness of sin and a 
promised eternity with Him in heaven.  

Will this gift of Christmas Grace change your New 
Year? Will this unfathomable gift of love move you to 
a response of praise, prayer and proclamation?  

Our new year must be filled with peace. We were 
created to give praise, honor and glory to God. We 
magnify Jesus Christ's glorious works in our lives. 
That is the main reason for our existence. God's 
beautiful creation shouts the power of God Almighty. 
But it cannot worship its creator. Only we can do 
that. Only we can give glory to God and praise Him 
for His works. Praising God may begin early each day 
before we even open our eyes.  

A Bible verse or a verse of a favorite hymn can come 
to mind and simply be praise to God. A favorite 
praise hymn of mine goes like this:  

“My Jesus, my Savior, Lord,  
there is none like you.  

All of my days I want to praise 
 the wonders of your mighty love!”  

(Darlene Zschech, Hope Pub.)  

As we begin each day in praise to God, we confess 
our sins and give thanks for our salvation. It is be-
cause of Jesus, our gracious Christmas gift, that we 
can go to God in prayer. Yadah, a Hebrew word for 
praise, means to cast out, to confess and to be 
thankful. (Strong's Hebrew Lexicon) (email, Pastor 
Paul Aldrich 12/11/2021).  

“O give thanks (Yadah) to the Lord, for He is good; 
for His mercy endures forever” (1 Chronicles 16:3).  

Our most familiar Hebrew word for praise is “Hallel.” 
Hallelujah – praise God! (email, Pastor Paul Aldrich 
12/11/2021).  

With our new year committed to praise, let us also 
commit our days to pray for ourselves and for others. 
Because of the gift of Jesus, we have access to God's 
throne of grace. “For there is one God and men and 
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.” (1 Timothy 2:5).  

We have a “holy helper,” the Holy Spirit that helps us 
to pray. “Likewise the Spirit helps in our weakness. 
For we do not know what we should pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for 
us with groans which cannot be heard.” (Romans 
8:26). And the very first Bible verses I learned: “Pray 
without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) and “Cast all 
your cares upon Him, for He cares for you” (1 Peter 
5:7). The book of Hebrews in the Old Testament tells 
us how Jesus is our Great High Priest, becoming the 
ultimate sacrifice so that we may take our needs and 
concerns and praises directly to the Father. We are 
told to pray for each other, and encouraging each 
other brings us to proclaim Him in the New Year.  

Our very actions proclaim what God has done for us. 
How He helps us and comforts us. How He promises 
to never leave us or forsake us (Deuteronomy 4:31)
(Hebrews 3:13). We are to exhort each other daily. 
We are to comfort, pray for and encourage each oth-
er daily, “our daily life in Jesus. We are to lovingly call 
others to a closeness with Jesus that can be done 
with spoken words or prayerfully” (email, Pastor Paul 
Aldrich 12/9/2021).  

Our new year then becomes a joyful response to 
God's most gracious gift. “This is the gift that God 
gives. A grace that grants us first the power to re-
ceive love and then the power to give. A grace that 
changes us, shapes us and leads us to a life that is 
eternally altered” (For Your Journey, Encouraging 
Word Bible, Max Lucado, page 1527).  

What will be our response to God's most gracious 
gift, Jesus, in the New Year? May He grant us the 
strength, joy and love to praise, pray and proclaim 
Him!  

– Marlene Grunow prayer ministry  
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Altar Flower Donations 
January, 2022 

Sunday, January 2nd     Uhle 
Sunday, January 9th  * Open * 
Sunday, January 16th   Uhle 
Sunday, January 23rd   Neveu 
Sunday, January 30th   Uhle 

Please note: Altar flowers have increased in 
cost to $60.00 per Sunday arrangement. 

Movie Night at Zion 

Saturday, January 15, 2022 @ 7:00 pm 

Cruella 

An all-new live-action feature film about the rebellious early days 
of one of cinemas most notorious - and notoriously fashionable - 
villains, the legendary Cruella de Vil. "Cruella," which is set in 
1970s London amidst the punk rock revolution, follows a young 
grifter named Estella, a clever and creative girl determined to 
make a name for herself with her designs. She befriends a pair of 
young thieves who appreciate her appetite for mischief, and to-
gether they are able to build a life for themselves on the London 

streets. One day, Estella's flair for fashion catches the eye of the Baroness von Hell-
man, a fashion legend who is devastatingly chic and terrifyingly haute. But their re-
lationship sets in motion a course of events and revelations that will cause Estella to 
embrace her wicked side and become the raucous, fashionable and revenge-bent 
Cruella. 

Free Movie!     Free popcorn!   Free Lemonade! 

Rated PG-13  

Rated PG   Run Time 2 hour 14 min  

+   Communion Assistant Schedule   + 
January, 2022 

Sunday, January 2nd     10:00 a.m. Cliff Cooper  

Sunday, January 9th   10:00 a.m.  Dave Nemy  

Sunday, January 16th    10:00 a.m. Brian Walsh 

Sunday, January 23rd     10:00 a.m. Frank Cham 

Sunday, January 30th    10:00 a.m. Dave Nemy 

Church Humor 

Elijah's test 
The Sunday school teacher was explaining the story of Eli-
jah the Prophet and the false prophets of Baal to her class. 
She explained how Elijah built the altar, put wood upon it, 
cut the steer in pieces and laid it upon the altar. And then 
Elijah commanded the people of God to fill four barrels of 
water and pour it over the altar. He had them do this four 
times. "Now, said the teacher, "can anyone in the class tell 
me why the Lord would have Elijah pour water over the 
steer on the altar?" 

A little girl raised her hand with great en-
thusiasm and said, "To make the gravy!”  
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